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which will always place us at a disadvantage in face of
the firm block of the Triple Alliance.
Such a condition of affairs might under certain cir-
cumstances entail grave consequences, and most seriously
endangers vital interests of every Power of the Triple
Entente.292
In spite of his irritation and chagrin at Sir Edward
Grey's disconcerting change of attitude, Sazonov perceived
that there was nothing to be done but accept it. On De-
cember 13, therefore, the three Entente Ambassadors at
Constantinople made, one after another, their mild "verbal
inquiry" as to the nature of General Liman's contract and
position, and whether it threatened Turkey's sovereign
independence and authority over Constantinople and the
Straits. They were given the desired information about
the contract, but were told by the Grand Vizier that their
other question was Turkey's own private affair. He com-
pared General Liman's position to that of Admiral Limpus,
and therefore saw no reason for cancelling or changing the
German contract.293 In view of Sir Edward Grey's attitude
there was nothing more to be gained by M. Sazonov through
negotiations at Constantinople. Though there was some
292 Sazonov to Benckendorff, Nov. 29'Dec. 12, 1913; Siebert-Schreiner,
p. 687. See M.RR., p. 657 ff. for BenckendorfFs replies. C/. also Buchanan,
My Mission to Russia, I, 149 f., and the approximately correct surmise
of the situation by Kiihlmann in London, with the Kaiser's comments
(Dec. 12; G.P., XXXVIII, 25D): "Apparently an extraordinarily strong
pressure is being exercised from the Russian side [Kaiser: 'Bascals!'].
The Russian Government is said to have gone so far as to say to Sir
Edward Grey that it must regard his attitude in this question as a touch*
stone for his feelings toward Russia in general [Kaiser: 'Aha']. Because
Sir Edward in his policy wants to avoid a break with Russia [Kaiser:
kAss! He betrays his country's own interests'], he is said to have decided
to participate formally in the inquiry in the matter but without showing
a strong interest in it himself [Kaiser: Then the Grand Vizier can calmly
be rude']."
2WM.F.R., pp. 658-362; Siebert-Schreiner, pp. 688-692; GP.,
XXXVIII, 250-268.